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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BELFAS 00184 251238Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO MCT-01 SY-05 COME-OO ACDA-10 TRSE-00 
DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
/087 W 

251531Z 037620/46 

R 251223Z MAY 77 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1690 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 184 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, UK, El 

SUBJECT: TERRORISM: "SHANKILL BUTCHERS" CAUGHT 

TWO MEN IN THEIR TWENTIES AND ONE 16 YEAR OLD MALE FROM 
THE SHANKILL AREA OF BELFAST WERE CHARGED WITH TOTAL 
10 MURDERS, MOSTLY SECTARIAN AND RANDOM COMMITTED SINCE 
NOVEMBER 1975. EIGHT OF THE VICTIMS WERE CATHOLICS AND 
TWO WERE PROTESTANTS. METHOD OF MURDERS WAS HORRIFIC. 

WITH TORTURE PRECEEDING DEATH. IN CASE OF MOST VICTIMS 
DEATH OCCURRED AFTER NEAR-DECAPITATION. ARRESTS CAME 
AFTER DOGGED DETECTIVE WORK BY ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY 
AND INVESTIGATION OF "SHANKILL BUTCHERS" OCCUPIED 
SIZEABLE TEAM OVER 18 MONTHS. DURING MOST OF PERIOD 
LOCAL MEDIA ISSUED PERIODIC WARNINGS FOR PEDESTRIANS TO 
AVOID LOWER SHANKILL AND LOWER ANTRIM ROAD AREAS. 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MURDER, CIVIL DISORDERS, TERRORISTS, POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, ARRESTS, CHURCH STATE RELATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 25-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BELFAS00184 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 86-1 187 
Format: TEL 
From: BELFAST 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770521 /aaaaarxa. tel 

Line Count: 46 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f73ad18a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2383421 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TERRORISM: Y'SHANKILL BUTCHERS/" CAUGHT TWO MEN IN THEIR TWENTIES AND ONE 1 6 YEAR OLD MALE FROM THE 

SHANKILL AREA OF BELFAST WERE CHARGED WITH TOT 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, UK, El 

To: STATE 
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